
DIFFERENTIATION 



QUICK QUIZ

What would your answers be?





Lessons of any length 

should follow these 3 steps:

• Input

• Rich task

• Responsive teaching



SOLO Taxonomy:

• Structured

• Observed

• Learning 

• Outcomes

Rich Task 1 - SOLO

- Teacher imparts new knowledge (talk, videos, resources etc).

- Using the hexagons – one idea per hexagon – pupils write down    

everything they know, joining ideas if they can. 

- There are 5 possible outcomes



What that looks like in a classroom:

Option A: 

Ask them to relook at 

the info 

Option B: 

Give clues. Prompts.

Option C:

Ask them some 

questions.

Option D: 

Use envoys from other 

tables to help 
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Rich Task 2 - Visual Literacy:

1. Give pupils certain letters and ask 

them to come up with words to 

describe the image



Rich Task 2 - Visual Literacy:

2. These can then be used in a variety of 

ways: 

- Categorise words e.g. noun, verb, 

adjective

- Explore themes such as poverty or 

affluence

3. Set an extended abstract task to 

speculate, predict, link to modern society, 

other topics or curriculum areas

Can select or leave out letters to direct, 

focus or challenge pupils.

Letter table is very flexible. 



Rich Task 3 – Frayer Model:

Grids can be created by pre-

printing, drawing in books or 

folding a piece of paper.

Central idea needs to be chosen 

carefully:

- Concept, not a noun

- Need to be able to come up with 

an example and non-example

Can be used to explore styles, 

genres, a word.



Rich Task 4 – Graphic Organisers:
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Rich Task 5 – Sketchnotes:

Steps:

1. Draw following instructions

2. Add words

3. Explain the story/concept/ 

process using the given words

In the SOLO model, this is multi-

structural but not relational as 

the framework/sequence was 

given.

To get to relational, ask the 

pupils to identify themes, 

predict, make links and bring in 

thinking from elsewhere.



Rich Task 5 – Sketchnotes:

Example



Key Messages:

• Plan for whole class to reach the top of SOLO

• Go high in terms of expectations

• Teach to the top, not from the bottom up

• Each pupil needs to be directed to the next layer or step so direct 

them to look again, give hints, question

•

Knowledge is a collection of thoughts or ideas.

Understanding is the joining and connections made.


